The Grapevine

824 Sixth Street, Prosser, WA 99350 — 509-786-1097 — www.prosserumc.org

Office Hours: M —Th. 9 AM to Noon

January Homilies and
Scripture

— Nations Shall Come
Matthew 2:1-12
Epiphany Sunday

— The Spirit of Baptism
Luke 3:15-17, 21-22
Baptism of the Lord

— At the Wedding
John 2:1-11
Human Relations Day

— Guest Preacher - Braydon Smith

- Speaking Truth
Luke 4:21-30

. Nursery care is available during our worship
services provided by Tanya and Katie Cone. Children up through 1st
Grade may be dropped off at the nursery, down the first floor hall of the
education wing of the church.

Those in 2" Grade through High School will be excused from the worship
service after the youth time to go to our Crossroads Sunday School
program.

SPECIAL OFFERING

On Sunday, January 17t, we will have a special offering for
Human Relations Day. One of the national special offerings
of The United Methodist Church, the proceeds from this
offering support community awareness programs in local
churches. Please give generously to this program of the
UMC.

COMMUNION - JANUARY 3*°

On Sunday, January 3, we will celebrate the sacrament of
communion.

E-mail: prosserumc@bentonrea.com

JANUARY EVENTS

January 1st —New Year's Day, Office Closed

January 6"— UMW, Noon

January 6t—Scholarship Committee, 7 PM

January 16! —Young Life Potato Feed, 6:30 PM
January 17t"—Nursing Home Service, 4 PM

January 18t —Martin Luther King Day, Office Closed
January 18t —Jubilee Food Bagging, 9:30 AM
January 20t —Staff-Parish Relations Committee, 7 PM
January 26! —Ad Council, 7 PM

JUBILEE FOOD BASKET

Please bring in cans of soup for our Jubilee Food Basket in
the months of January and February. The donations go to
Jubilee Ministries, which provides food for those in need in
our community. The basket is located at the back of the
sanctuary, and has been noticeably fuller the past few
months. Thanks for your generous donations.

SPEAKING OF GENEROUS

DONATIONSO

Our Christmas Eve offering totaled $715! Half will go to
Jubilee Ministries, and half will be sent to Rev. Devi Bhujel in
Nepal. Thank you, once again.

PoTLuck!!!

Spend some time after church on January 3 enjoying some
tasty treats and enjoyable company. Bring a dish to share if
you wish!
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Bo’s Blog

Happy New Year!

Resolutions abound this time of
year. We decide to try to eat
better, exercise more, cut out bad
habits, reinforce good habits,
spend less, save more, or
whatever else we might resolve. Often times, we work with
our resolutions for a while. Sometimes they stick. Other
times they fall by the wayside. Our intentions are good. It's
just that overcoming our habits, the way we have always
done things, is difficult to do.

Over the past year, during this process of blending two
church families into one, we have had many ideas and
resolutions. From what | hear within our blended family, we
have done pretty well at working towards those goals. We
have all been enriched by doing new things, doing things
differently, and working together in different ways to be in
ministry to each other and to our community. | feel confident,
from what | see and hear from you all, that we will continue to
work to keep our resolutions in the future.

| enjoyed the discussions we had in the Confirmation for
Adults class these past few months. As | said anytime |
talked about this class, we grow and mature spiritually, as
well as physically, emotionally, and intellectually. The
questions, thoughts, and discussions we have about our
faith, about God, about our church, and more change as we
do. That also goes for what spiritual tools help us to mature.
Think about the way you prayed as a child, and how different
that may have been from the way you pray today. As you
consider your resolutions for this new year, think about ways
you might want to update your spiritual toolkit. That may
include trying a new way of praying, or taking bible study
class, or using the Upper Room devotional guide each night
(these are available for free at the church), or attending a
workshop or retreat sponsored by the district or conference.
These, and more, are ways to feed a healthy spirit.

The fun part about a new year is that the future seems so
wide open. Anything is possible it seems. And,
remembering the words of Paul, with God, anything is
possible. Go ahead. Make a resolution, try something new,
or different. Continue to grow. There is a lot that God has to
offer us.

Shalom,
Bo

PRAYER CHAIN

The PUMC Prayer Chain is being revised to add new
members. If you aren’t already on the prayer chain and
would like to be please contact Peggy Edom either by phone,
786-6996, or by e-mail, edom@bentonrea.com and you will
be added to the list. The prayer chain will use either the
phone or e-mail to pass a prayer request. So if you don’t
have e-mail the message will be phoned to you.

If you have a prayer request

that you would like to have on

the prayer chain contact Bo

Bryan, Peggy Edom or Pam Serrano.

CARING FOR SOMEONE
WITH MEMORY LOSS?

Family Caregiver Support Groups provide a consistent and
caring place for caregivers to learn, share, and gain
emotional support from others who are also on a unique
journey of providing care to a person with dementia.
Meetings are free and open to all care partners, family
members, and friends of individuals with dementia. Support
groups are led by trained volunteers who receive ongoing
technical support and training. A group meets on the second
Tuesday of each month from 10:30 AM to Noon at the
Goldendale Senior Center. Contact group facilitator Virginia
Falter or Jackie Canoy at 509-773-3757.

Men’s Group . ..
NOT!

Men’s Group will not be meeting in January due to the New
Year's holiday weekend. See you in February!

Being religious means asking passionately the question of the meaning
of our existence and being willing to receive answers, even if the answers hurt. Paul Tillich



UNITED METHODIST
WOMEN

Prosser UMW Unit Meeting
January 6 at Noon

January 6, 2010, at noon in the Friendship Room
Program — Pledge Service by Pam Serrano
Hostesses — Peggy Edom & Roberta Rinker

UMW NEWS

Carolyn Hart attended training in St. Louis, Missouri, for her
office as Conference Secretary of Program Resource. She
shared a little with the unit about her training and the fact that
she missed the plane home and had to stay over. In March
she will be using the information she received at this training
to train the District Secretaries of Program Resource.

On December 9, Carolyn Hart, Marilyn Knight and Peggy
Edom visited the homes of some of our members living in
Prosser who are unable to attend. Jean Corliss and Mary
Larche are visiting those who live in Grandview. As we work
on doing this every few months we will have some members
from each town visiting together.

THANK YOU!
THANK YOU!

THANK YOU!

Submitted by Pam Serrano

A big “Thank you!” goes out to all who helped with the
rummage sale. As | wrote out a list of all who helped |
realized there would not be enough room on this page for
them. Then | was also afraid that | might accidentally over
look someone, and | really did not want to do that.

We took in over $1,336.00 for Global missions. For local
missions, we sent five pickup loads to Jubilee Ministries,
three pickup loads to HOBS, and one treadmill to the
Therapy Clinic. Church missions, we spent several days of
hard work, and having fun getting to know one another. Plus
we had six hours of a steady flow of people coming through
the fellowship hall, who would not normally have come in the
front door.

UMW ASSEMBLY
April 30t — May 2nd 2010
St. Louis, Missouri

It's not too early to register. The earlier you register the more
time you have to apply for scholarships to help pay for the
trip. There are local, district, conference, and Endowment
fund scholarships available. How could you think of missing
out on the opportunity to learn about today’s pressing issues
from national leaders? These are real women with real faith
and real world encouragement. If you would like more
information about the UMW Assembly, contact Pam Serrano,
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WANT TO GO ON A
MISSION TRIP?

The youth are looking at the possibility

of going on mission trips the next two

summers and need adults who can go
with them. They will be doing the
fundraising and will be involved in the planning of it as well.
If you have always wanted to go work for a week on a
mission project, please contact Bo and let him know. It could
be the best experience of your life . . . or it could just be
really fun and fulfilling!

FOOD BAGGING
JANUARY 18, 2010

A reminder that Monday, January 18!, is our turn to bag food
at Jubilee Food bank. Come out at 9:30 AM. to the food
bank at 1429 Stacey to help break down 50 Ib. bags into
smaller amounts to be handed out to families in our
community.

Being religious means asking passionately the question of the meaning
of our existence and being willing to receive answers, even if the answers hurt. Paul Tillich
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SCHOLARSHIPS
AVAILABLE FOR 2010

The scholarship committee of PUMC is happy to announce
that they have $1,000 available this year for post-secondary
scholarships. Graduating high school seniors and those
already attending college or trade school may apply.
Applications will be available from the church office in
February and need to be completed and returned by March
31st. Applicants will be evaluated by their participation in The
United Methodist Church, past and current participation in
school activities, academic grade-point average, and service
to their community. The scholarship award will be
announced by May 1¢t, and payment made to your
educational institution by the beginning of the fall
quarter/semester. Contact the church office for more
information.

YOUTH SOUP & SALAD

Support our youth by

coming downstairs

following church service on 2

January 17t for food and @})
fellowship. Your donations

will go to youth \‘}
camperships and the youth "
mission trip.

MEETING AT THE
CROSSROADS

Crossroads is our Sunday school

program for 2nd grade through high school
aged youth. It meets during the worship service,
beginning after the youth time in the service. Each week we
look at scriptures and Bible stories through various mediums,
including drama, crafts, movies, maps, and other fun
activities. If you wish to help with cooking, crafts, etc, please
see the signup sheet on the table in the foyer. We
appreciate your help! Please contact Christine or Scott
Cromar at ccromar@embargmail.com or 786-4622, if you
have any questions, comments or want to dedicate some of
your talents and time to the Prosser UMC Crossroads
program.

CASH FLOW REPORT
November 2009

November Income -- $16,582
Year-to Date Income -- $113,191
November Expenses -- $10,883
Year-to-Date Expenses -- $104,076
Difference for the Month — $5,699
Difference Year-to-Date — $9,115

New Fund in the
Church

Prosser UMC has been the recipient of a bequest by Darrell
E. Smith, a former teacher, high school principal, and school
superintendent in Grandview. The $234,743.21 received has
been placed in a Certificate of Deposit, in accordance with
the will, which stated the principle must be kept "in an
insured, interest bearing account," and that the interest be
used "for youth programs or for building maintenance."

Darrell and his wife Lorraine were members of Grandview
UMC, and had a great love for kids. Other bequests from the
Smith estate went to Grandview High School, for
scholarships, and to the Grandview Rotary scholarship fund.
It is a great honor, and a great responsibility, to receive this
gift. Our Ad Council and Finance committee will be
discussing the use of this gift, with the Finance committee
given ultimate responsibility, by the terms of the will, for
making decisions regarding these funds.

A qift like this is impressive, but it serves as a reminder

that any of us can make a contribution to the church through
our estate, no matter what the amount. That is how we have
built up a campership fund, a scholarship fund, and the
beginnings of an endowment fund--through bequests from
members of our church. If there is something you would like
to see started, or continued, in our church, even after your
lifetime, consider including PUMC in your will. Thank you.

Being religious means asking passionately the question of the meaning
of our existence and being willing to receive answers, even if the answers hurt. Paul Tillich



