The Grapevine

Prosser United Methodist Church — September 2009

824 Sixth Street, Prosser, WA 99350 — 509-786-1097 — www.prosserumc.org

Office Hours: M - Th. 9 a.m. to Noon

September Sermons

September 06— Armor for the Soul
Ephesians 6:10-24

September 13- Wisdom
Proverbs 1:20-33
Christian Education Sunday

September 20-Serving Each Other
Proverbs 31:10-31

September 27-The Feast of Purim
Esther 7:1-6, 9-10; 9:20-22

Nursery Care Available: Nursery care is available during our worship
services provided by Tanya and Katie Cone. Children may be dropped off
at the nursery, down the first floor hall of the education wing of the church.

Communion
September 6™

The sacrament of Holy Communion will be celebrated at our
worship service on Sunday September 6. Through this
sacrament we remind ourselves that we are one in body and
in spirit working in, through, and for Christ in our world.

Christian Education
Sunday

September 13t is the Sunday we will be celebrating and
honoring the educational ministries of our church and United
Methodist churches worldwide. As part of the service, we will
be taking up a special offering, which goes to fund teacher
training and Christian education in our district and
conference. Please give generously to support education
opportunities in the church.

E-mail: prosserumc@bentonrea.com

SEPTEMBER MEETINGS

Sept. 5—Men’s Group, 8 AM
Sept. 9--UMW, Noon

Sept. 16!--Finance, 7 PM
Sept. 231d--Ad Council, 7 PM

Sept. 30t--Lay Leadership, 7 PM

JUBILEE FOOD BAGGING
SEPTEMBER 21°7

A reminder that Monday, September 21st, is our turn to bag
food at Jubilee Food bank. Come out at 9:30 AM to the food
bank at 1429 Stacey to help break down 50 Ib. bags into
smaller amounts to be handed out to families in our
community.

WORSHIP HOUR CHANGE

Sunday, September 6, will be our last Sunday this year with
worship at 10 AM. Starting September 13" our worship
service will be at 11 AM.

Who Are We?

Please remember to fill out your questionnaires and return
them to Alys Means. If you have not received a
questionnaire and would like one, please contact the church
office (addresses and phone number are on the front of the
newsletter), or Alys (786-6917). Thanks for participating in
helping all of us to know each other better.




Bo’s Blog

| wrote last year at this time about how September always
feels like the beginning of the year for me. It's probably
because that's when school started (back in the day it always
started after Labor Day). | spoke last year about how it feels
like a fresh start--a new beginning. New pencils and clean
notebooks and books, and no late papers or assignments
yet.

It is very much a new beginning here in our recently blended
church family. New buildings, rooms, fellowship hall and
sanctuary for some. New ideas, questions, ways of thinking
about church for others. Getting to know each other and
blending groups. It's a bit like dancing with a new partner.
One step this way and one step that. Watching to see how
the other responds. Getting more comfortable as the dance
goes on. But right now, there is the newness.

There's an energy that goes with that newness, much like the
energy of a new school year. We don't know how the fall is
done now in our church. As we come together to worship, it
will not be the same as last fall. It's easy to become
accustomed to routine, to the usual way we do things, and
that can lower our energy for doing them. When the routine
is changed, energy goes up. We're doing something
different. Questions arise--how will that work? What will it
be like?

Newness can not only increase energy, it can also increase
interest. Things are different--I'm intrigued. | might want to
get involved in doing that. New ideas fuel creativity, and
creativity breeds new ideas. | might want to go to meetings
that are done differently, or help lead a Sunday school class
with a new format (see article in this newsletter), or
participate in new events at our church, or give my ideas
about changing the look of the church. This newness can
bring out the ideas, the energy, the faith, the motivation, in
each of us, whether we live in Prosser or Grandview or
elsewhere, to grow in our faith and our worship.

What thoughts do you have? What questions do you want to
ask? Are there things you've always thought the church
should do or be? Are there ways of worshipping that you
would like to see happen here? This is the time to have
these discussions, because we are already having them as
we blend together this family of God. Bring your energy,
your creativity, your interest, and let's see how we will do fall
this year, together.

Shalom,
Bo

Happy Birthday!

Many of you have received birthday
cards from Care Inc. signed by people
from the church. Care Inc. is a program of our United
Methodist Women, and the purpose of the cards is simply to
let people in the church know we're thinking of them on their
birthday. So when you see the card signing table on Sunday
morning stop by, send your birthday greetings, and help
brighten someone's birthday.

YOUTH SOUP/SALAD
POTLUCKS BEGIN

On Sunday, September 20, the youth begin having their
Souper Salad potlucks after worship. This is a monthly
fundraiser for the youth. Half the proceeds go into the
campership fund and half goes toward a mission trip. So join
us downstairs after church the third Sunday of each month,
bring a soup or salad to share, and support our youth!

A
ctof.,
POTLUCKS TO START
AGAIN

Our monthly potluck meals, held after the church service
concludes, will begin again the first Sunday of October. So
starting October 4, on the first Sunday of each month,
remember to bring a dish to share. And if you forget, come
on down anyway. We usually have plenty to go around.



UNIFIED BUDGET REPORT

JuLY INCOME $ 17,861
JULY EXPENSES $ 22,491
DIFFERENCE $ (4,630)
YEAR-TO-DATE INCOME $73,356
YEAR-TO-DATE
EXPENSES §74,733
YEAR-TO-DATE
DIFFERENCE $(1,377)
PUMC ACCOUNT
BALANCES
AS OF DATE INDICATED
CHECKING $ 8,691.81 (7-31-09)
SAVINGS $ 58,745.48 (7-31-09)
MEMORIALS $ 4,690.87 (7-31-09)

A WORD ABOUT THE
FINANCIAL REPORT

The large amount of expenses in July reflect payments made
on some of our major projects this year, including the 2 half
payment on the new parsonage heat and a/c, full payment
for the Friendship Room kitchen remodel, and partial
payment for the organ move. The income for July includes
money raised to pay for these projects, donations, and
insurance money for the kitchen damage, that was
transferred from our savings account to checking. All checks
included in the July expenses may not have cleared the bank
by the end of the month, and would therefore not be included
in the checking account balance given.

SCOUTS IN
SEPTEMBER

.Boy Scout News

All four Scout groups will be ramping up their programs this
month. We have Cub Scout, Boy Scout, Girl Scout, and
Venture Group troops and packs meeting in our church.
Watch for information at your schools if your youth are
interested in joining these very active groups, or just come by
the church when they are meeting. Cub Scouts meet
Mondays at 7 PM, the Boy Scouts and Venture Group meet
Tuesdays at 7 PM, and the Girl Scouts meet Fridays at 3:30
PM.

MEETING AT THE
CROSSROADS

Crossroads is our Sunday school

program for 2nd grade through high school
aged youth. It meets during the worship service,
beginning after the youth time in the service. Each week we
look at scriptures and Bible stories through various mediums,
including drama, crafts, movies, maps, and other fun
activities. Look for announcements in church about which
week in September we are starting up.

We are also looking for some adult volunteers to help lead
our new program. Schedules are very flexible. If you enjoy
working with youth, enjoy arts & crafts, or even just watching
and talking about a movie, please contact Christine or Scott
Cromar at ccromar@embargmail.com or 786-4622.



BACKYARD BBQ

Our July 12t barbeque in the back yard after church was so
much fun, we've decided to do another. If you're in town on
Labor Day weekend for all the State's Day festivities, come
to church that Sunday, September 6%, and we'll have another
backyard BBQ afterwards. Meat and drinks will be provided.
Bring a salad, chips, dessert, or something else to share, and
we'll see you there!

SCHOLARSHIP FUND

Part of the "dowry" coming to us, along with the wonderful
people, from Grandview UMC is a scholarship fund. It was
established over the years with bequests from families who
were interested in supporting high school students beginning
their college education. It has now been turned over to
PUMC to administer. The Ad Council will work on putting
together a scholarship committee, and more information will
be coming from that committee as they organize.

TREASURER
TRANSITION

After seven years as our church treasurer, Carolyn Hart is

stepping down so that she and Dick can do more traveling.

Carolyn has done an outstanding job working to keep our
books balanced, and at

advocating that we keep
ministry to others as our goal.
Her voice will be missed at

Ad Council meetings, and we
% owe her a tremendous thank

\\0’ you for the work she has
“ done.

Darrel Fortune has agreed to

be our new treasurer. There
is a lot to learn, until the procedures become routine, but
Darrel is up to the challenge. Carolyn will be working with
him for a while, "training him up in the way he should go."
Thanks, Darrel, for taking on this responsibility in our church.

JUBILEE BASKET

Our donation basket for the Jubilee Ministries food bank is
located at the back of the
sanctuary. The donation theme
for the month of September is
some of our harvest--apples and
grapes. Or you can donate
applesauce, grape juice, apple
O O juice, jellies, etc. All donations
help feed the people of Prosser
who are in need. Thanks!

BAD THINGS

CAN HAPPEN

If the utility sink’s faucet is not turned off,
pipes can burst, walls, cabinetry, and
flooring can be ruined. All kinds of

damage throughout the church can occur if the gas stove is
not turned off after use. We must all be vigilant about taking
care of and responsibility for our assets, our church home. If
you are working in the kitchen, please take a moment to
make sure the faucet and the stoves are off before you
leave. Remind those working with you in the kitchen to do
the same. Don’t assume “someone else” will take care of it.

Also, as your meetings adjourn, please don't rush to your
car. Take the initiative in making certain lights are
extinguished throughout the building, and that windows and
doors are all closed and locked.



THANKS TO ALL

WHO HELPED CLEAN AND
ORGANIZE THE FRIENDSHIP
ROOM AND KITCHEN

Several ladies and a couple of men spent several hours
cleaning and organizing the Friendship Room and Kitchen.
The new kitchen allowed us space to put away some of the
many items that were brought to Prosser from Grandview.
Thanks Grandview for sharing your beautiful silver tea
service, flatware, punch bowl, glassware and many other
items. There is an inventory list if you would like to see

everything that has been moved in. Those who helped are:

Peggy Edom
Gale Fransen
Carolyn Hart
Diana Herald
Marilyn Knight
Kay Myers

Pat Raney
Roberta Rincker
Pam Serrano

Yes, and Jim Raney and Bob Serrano helped too - after all
they did to remodel the kitchen!

Thanks to everyone for your
help!

Do You KNOow
R WHERE THESE
Ii< PEOPLE ARE?

The church office is looking for contact information for some
of our members with whom we've lost touch. They are:

Shirley Fisher

Judy Manning
Carole Requa Pickett
James Pickett

Elorie Slater
Summer Slater

If you have an address, an e-mail address, or a phone
number for any of these people, please pass that information
on to the church office at the phone number, address, or e-
mail listed on the front page of this newsletter. Thanks.

60TH WEDDING
ANNIVERSARY

The children of Clarence and Roberta
Rincker invite you to help celebrate their
60 years together at an open
house on Saturday,
September 12", 2 — 5
PM, at Prosser United
Methodist Church. No
gifts, please.




UMW SEPTEMBER
LOCAL UNIT MEETING

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 9™, NOON

The September meeting is scheduled for Wednesday,
September 9, 2009, at noon. We will meet in the Friendship
Room at PUMC. The lunch will be a salad potluck with the
main dish and dessert provided by the PUMC Officers. The
program will be a School of Missions report. Three of our
ladies attended the School of Missions in July and they will
give us a review of the mission studies they attended. They
are:

Carolyn Hart — Sudan
Marilyn Knight — Native Americans
Pam Serrano - Food and Faith

Plan to join us for an afternoon of food, fellowship and a taste
of the School of Missions. After the program, we will have a
business meeting which will include voting for the 2009-2010
UMW Officers.

Christmas Stockings for
Atlantic Street Center in
Seattle

At the August gathering at the
home of Jean Corliss it was
decided to donate Christmas
stockings to the Atlantic Street
Center in Seattle. The ladies
who are attending the Pacific
Northwest Conference UMW
Annual meeting October 9-10 in
Mt. Vernon will deliver the
stockings. Please bring your
stocking(s) to church on October 4t to allow time to pack
them for travel. Thanks for your help with this worthwhile
project.

et

CARE, INC.

Care, Inc. is a UMW project. The occasional greeting card
you receive is the project of two of the UMW members. Their
goal is for everyone in the church to receive a birthday card
and, if needed, they prepare get well cards and sympathy
cards.

Upcoming UMW Meetings
and Events

Seven Rivers District UMW Annual
Meeting—September 19, 2009, Selah

Pacific Northwest Conference UMW

Annual Meeting-October 9 - 10, 2009, Mt.
Vernon

Rummage Sale, November 7

Rummage items are arriving at the church for the Rummage
Sale that will be held on Saturday, November 7%, If you have
items that you would like to donate please call Pam Serrano
at 788-0728 to set a time to deliver your donations. Thanks
for remembering this UMW mission project.




